died in 1952. 6 As for the House of Lords, the Labour Party had made it clear in its manifesto that 'we will not tolerate obstruction' from that institution, 7 and, when this occurred in the case of legislation to nationalize the iron and steel industry, the delaying powers of the Upper Chamber were reduced from two years to one by the Parliament Act of 1949. Nevertheless, the composition of that Chamber remained one of hereditary peers. As for the Higher Civil Service, believed by Laski, among others, to be naturally antipathetic to a Labour Government, Attlee recorded that 'I always found them to be perfectly loyal … . That's the Civil Service tradition, a great tradition. They carry out the policy of any given Government … . They were all anxious to do the best that they could by a Labour Government.' 8 Morrison paid tribute to the Higher Civil Service in his study of the British Constitution called Government and Parliament, 9 which treated the machinery of British central government as being very nearly perfect. The behaviour of the Higher Civil Service that Morrison and Attlee lauded reflected a sense of public service on the part of many officials, but it was also the case, of course, that the Labour Government retained much of the extensive apparatus of wartime bureaucracy and, hence, the relevant Civil Service posts, and it then further developed the machinery of public administration. Though, thereby, new institutions were created, the established ones were largely left alone, as they would tend to be by a Labour Government that, unlike later ones, had no need to play at reforming them, because it had a programme, much of it the work of others, but a programme nevertheless.
Since Clement Attlee had led the Labour Party to victory at the General Election, it might be thought that it would be a formality that he would then become the Prime Minister, but Herbert Morrison pressed his own claim with the help of Laski. 'If the King asks you to form a Government you say Yes or No, not "I'll let you know later"', Attlee observed. 'You try to form a Government, and if you can't you go to the King and tell him so, and advise him to ask somebody else.' 10 This interpretation of the British constitutional practice may well have mattered less than Bevin's unwillingness to press his own claims to be the Prime Minister, urging Attlee to 'go to the Palace straightaway ', 11 though it remains unclear whether Bevin was motivated more by loyalty to and admiration for Attlee than hatred of Morrison. So, Attlee survived, and praise for his record as Prime Minister became so familiar that one historian suggested that it became a Gold Standard against which the performance of his successors tended to be measured.
12 There was and is no need to go along with the Labour Party view of history
